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* Maya Plesner

"As the daughter of a Danish architect

who worked for several years in Sri Lanka,
| had two extra sources of reference —
Denmark and the Far East. In Denmark we
wandered around among the churches and
buildings designed by the "original” Ulrik
Plesner (my grandfather's brother) - a famous
« Danish architect at the end of the 1900's, and
the churches built by my step grandfather -
Kaare Klint - a famous architect, particularly
well known for his furniture designs.

1N Ny :0miTy

My father, Ulrik Plesner, who immigrated

to Israel after running an office in Sti

Lanka, had an important influence on the
modern architectural language developing
there during the sixties. In Sri Lanka we met
warm people and tropical, open architecture,
made of local materials - completely the
opposite of the enclosed solid buildings in s
Denmark. We lived there for a year in one of =
the open homes, with an interior courtyard and =~ &=
large-shading roofs. | B

A year before | finished my studies | went |
with my father and brother on a backpacking

trip to Rajasthan. We roamed for a month
through the Indian towns - each with its
own character, smell and color." Maya and
her sister Daniela's work exhibit a unique
combination of Danish pedant, Far Eastern
colorfulness, and Isragli directness.
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Private house in the Sharon Area

A comprehensive space supplying all the
family's needs, with places for gathering
together or hiding alone.

Plesner Architects
Project Architect: Daniela Plesner
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Daniela Plesner

"It all started in the house on Moshav
Aminadav, facing the amazing landscape

of the Judaea Hills. My father, Ulrik Plesner
who immigrated to Israel at the beginning of
the seventies, chose to build our home on
one of the hills, on top of a rock. The house,
which so naturally melded with the slope,

was built out of heavy stones, a patio along
the entire house, and large windows

that looked out at the hills of Jerusalem. The
original house has been preserved, and newly
painted in pink according to the request of

my Scottish grandmother. The garden was
populated with shading trees and a small pool
which always atiracted guests.

When | design a house there is no doubt

that | begin with a public space that serves all
the family's needs, but never forget the private
areas that allow members to "hide away" and
have time alone, and include seasonal plants
and trees that provide natural shade; every
interior has an exterior. And of course... the
relaxing influence of the water in a pool."

Walworth Barbour American
International School, Even Yehuda

A comprehensive campus for children
from kindergarten through high school,
the new school replaces the original
one, which was located for a few
decades in Kefar Shmaryahu. Made up
of classrooms, gym, and a library, the
schoolyard ends with an amphitheater
which opens up into the agricultural
surroundings. Extra wide roofs
provide shaded and well ventilated
passageways and courtyards.

Plesner Architects with
Haim Dotan Architects
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